FIRST  DEVELOPMENTS  IN  AMERICA

in 1853 that, in his own words, he " felt called upon,
as an act of duty to his fellow creatures, to bring what-
ever influence he possessed to the attempt to stem the
tide of popular madness which, in defiance of reason
and science, was fast setting in favour of the gross
delusion called Spiritualism." A denunciatory letter
of his published in the newspapers of Philadelphia,
where he lived, was copied by other newspapers all
over the country, and it was made the text of numer-
ous sermons. But, as with Sir William Crookes many
years later, the jubilation was premature. Professor
Hare, though a strong sceptic, was induced to experi-
ment for himself, and after a period of careful testing
he became entirely convinced of the spiritual origin
of the manifestations. Like Crookes, he devised
apparatus for use with mediums. Mr. S. B. Brittan*
gives the following condensed account of some of
Hare's experiments :

First, to satisfy himself that the movements were not
the works of mortals, he took brass billiard balls, placed them
on zinc plates and placed the hands of the mediums on the
balls and, to his very great astonishment the tables moved.
He next arranged a table to slide backward and forward,
to which attachments were made, causing a disc to revolve
containing the alphabet, hidden from the mew of the mediums.
The letters were variously arranged, out of their regular
consecutive order, and the spirit was required to place them
consecutively or in their regular places. And behold, it
was done 1 Then followed intelligent sentences which the
medium could not see or know the import of till they were
told him.
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